FC at Harwell Primary School
We hope that you are as excited as we are about your child starting
their school journey in September 2020. This information has been
put together to help support you and your child with their
transition into school.

Our Day:

School opens from 8.40am. The children will be dropped off
through the playground and into the FC classroom. Initially you
will be able to help them put their things away and settle them in
but we hope to move fairly quickly to the children being
encouraged to do this independently, with the support of FC staff,
as many children can find it more unsettling to have so many
adults in the room!
Each day begins with phonics. The children then have their
independent play. This significant length of play is fundamental for
children’s development and learning at this stage. There are further
details about our approach on the school website. Prior to lunch we
have our whole class maths session. After lunch we work on fine
and gross motor skills through Dough Disco, Dance and Cosmic
Yoga. We also have opportunities to develop our storytelling work.

One afternoon a week we go to the Wild Wood area (within the
school grounds). We join the whole school for several assemblies a
week, including a Friday ‘Celebration Assembly’ where a child from
each class receives a ‘Harwell Star’, a ‘Good Learner’ award and a
‘Kindness’ certificate.
The children are collected from the playground outside our FC
garden gate at 3.15pm. Each day someone will bring ‘Ollie the Owl’
home as a reward. See the school website for details on breakfast
club and after school club provision.

Every day you will need to bring these things to school:
• Book bag—containing their reading book and Reading Record
(once they have started reading books)
• A named water bottle
• A coat
• Hat, gloves, or sun hat depending on the weather
• Sun cream during spells of hot weather
• Named swimming kit on our swimming day
Additionally, the following items should be brought in at the start
of term:
• A named PE kit (see the school website for uniform details)
• Named Wellington boots if possible (we have spares!)

Snacks, Milk and Lunch:

All children are provided with a healthy morning snack (fruit or
vegetables) so you do not need to provide a snack for them to eat.
If your child has any special dietary requirements or allergies then
please inform the school office. They are also provided with milk or
water to drink. The school office will provide details of how to sign
up for milk. The children also have access all day to their water
bottles.
Lunchtime begins at 12.00, FC children tend to go into the school
hall a little earlier, so we are settled in before the older children.
The children are all entitled to free school lunches. The menu is
available on the school website. Alternatively, the children are
welcome to bring a packed lunch if they prefer.

Areas of Learning
During their Reception year, children have a free-flow, child-led
learning experience. They are able to explore their environment
whilst learning a wide range of important skills and developing
their knowledge. There are 7 curriculum areas:
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Communication and Language
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding of the World
• Expressive Arts and Design
Throughout the year we gather evidence of your child’s learning in
these 7 areas and this will form part of their ‘Learning Journey’.
This is recorded on Tapestry, an online learning journal, which you

will be able to access. A separate letter, policy and permission slip
has been sent to you. We encourage parents to contribute to
recording this learning as this enables school and home to
work together to provide a full and rounded picture of your child’s
progress.

Reading Books

Developing an enjoyment and love of books and reading is
incredibly important for your child’s development.
Children will often start by bringing wordless picture books to
share. Encourage your child to make up their own story using the
pictures to help. Talk about what is happening in the pictures and
link to any experiences they have had. This is an important stage of
their development and builds their imagination and storytelling
skills.
We follow the Read Write Inc phonics scheme. Once the children
recognise a range of their sounds and are starting to blend them
together (c-a-t is cat) then they will begin bringing home word
books and photocopy sheets. It is important for this learning to
progress through regular reading opportunities at home. This should
be recorded in your child’s yellow Reading Record book. The Read
Write Inc scheme is very clear in when children’s books are

changed and their reasoning behind this. It is also important for
you to read regularly to your child and model an enjoyment of
books. Please make sure your child brings their books to school
each day to enable us to read regularly with them also.

Preparing for September

Transition arrangements for September 2020 are unclear currently,
as soon as we are able to, we will let you know how we plan to do
this to ensure a smooth and positive start to school.
Get your uniform ready. See details of uniform on the school
website.
Ensure all items that will go to and from school are clearly named.
Talk to your child about starting school. Give them a chance to
share any ‘wobbles’ so you can help them start to look forward to
school.
Help your child be as independent as possible—Can they dress
themselves? Can they put on their own shoes and coat? Can they
cut up their own food? Can they recognise, and possibly write, their
own name? Can they take turns in games? Can they share?
We hope this information will support you and your child in
starting school. If you have any further questions or queries, then
please do not hesitate to contact us.
Have a wonderful summer and we look forward to welcoming you
into our school!
Mrs Wells

