
 
 

 

Priorities 
Burglary: This remains low with the figures showing one burglary and one attempted burglary in 
Wantage Town and a total of three other offences in the surrounding villages Chilton, Steventon & 
Harwell in the month of November. Continue being security conscious and maintain your vigilance 
over the Christmas period. 
 
Please visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-
security-guide/ to download our security guide which contains a range of physical and digital security 
measures to protect your home. There is also advice on how to avoid invalidating your home 
insurance through poor security and a handy checklist when going away. You can also click on a link 
to sign up to Thames Valley Alerts to receive local crime updates from us. 
 
Street beggars and purse thefts: Over the past month the team have been working alongside other 
police areas including Oxford and Abingdon to identify an organised group of street beggars asking for 
money as well as pick pockets pretending to be conducting a survey with clip boards. The gang can 
be described as females with a Mediterranean appearance. They are driven from town to town and 
prey on the elderly and vulnerable. Three people have recently been arrested but we suspect that 
many others are using this method of criminality so please keep vigilant and call 999 if you see them.  
 
Rural crime: Certainly a busy period for the team both during the day and overnight. GPS domes 
from tractors are being taken as well as trailers and items from isolated barns and buildings. On a 
positive note three 4x4 vehicles were seized from hare coursers and a stolen horse box recovered 
back to its owner. We are pleased to now be in possession of our new 4X4 marked Police vehicle to 
help with this priority. 
 
You said we did 
You said that drug dealing was taking place in Stockham Park and Ashdown Way so we executed 
warrants at two addresses during November. Items were seized and investigations are ongoing. 

 
Offenders brought to justice 
Michael Day was imprisoned for 5 years 2 months following sentencing at Oxford Crown Court for 
attempted arson and two counts of making threats to kill at Shush earlier in the year. 
 
Witness appeal 
Two vans were broken into and tools taken in the area of Larkdown and Harcourt Green overnight on 
the 28th November. We are appealing for witnesses and for residents to check any domestic CCTV for 
the suspects and a vehicle they might have been using to commit the crimes. 
 
What the neighbourhood team have been doing 
PC Merritt gave a talk to the pupils of Charlton School about the importance of wearing a cycle hat. 
This message was reinforced only this week when a young lad came off his bike and was hit by a car 
on the Charlton Road. He was wearing a bike helmet and thankfully he is making a good recovery. 
PCSO Walcott-Smith and Compton-Day gave an internet safety chat to Millbrook School.  
 
Parking 
Given the context of current local police priorities of tackling serious violence, knife crime, burglary, 
county drug lines, domestic violence and safeguarding, dealing with parking issues is a lower priority 
unless it is likely to endanger life. In such cases police will attend and deal as part of their normal duty. 
The vast majority of illegal parking is by local residents. The Neighbourhood Team will be working with 
the Town Council/Chamber of Commerce and local Neighbourhood Action Group to problem solve. 
 
However, the team are planning a small window of action to clamp down on dangerous parking 
particularly in Newbury and Church Street during December so please be advised to park correctly. 
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The Town Council are offering a free parking day at the Beacon on Saturdays 7th, 14th 21st December 
so please use this opportunity over the Christmas period. 
 
Events 
The team will be out and about in Wantage so come along and chat to the team on the below dates: 

 6th December the team will be active at Dickensian evening in Wantage Market Place 

 13th December the team will be conducting reassurance patrols to engage with Christmas 
shoppers as well as helping to deter and detect criminals looking to steal purses and street 
begging. 

 
Crime prevention advice 
The Christmas and New Year period is a time when Thames Valley Police, and other forces around 
the country, experience an increase in residential burglary. 
 
If you are celebrating at home over Christmas or at New Year, you can help to protect your 
property by taking a few simple steps: 

 Don’t leave presents on view under the Christmas tree.  

 Cut up packaging for any expensive items so that it will fit inside your refuse bin, 
never leave boxes next to the bin where they can be seen. 

 Remember to mark your valuables using a UV pen and register them on the 
national property register at www.immobilise.com. 

 
If you are going away, you can deter burglars by making your home appear occupied: 

 Double check that you have locked your windows and doors before leaving. 

 Light up your living room using timer switch. A TV simulator can also be used to 
make give the appearance of a TV screen being used. 

 Invite a neighbour to park on your drive while you are away.  

 
 

Bike lights 
We would like to remind you to have lights on your bikes now that it is getting dark early. School children 
(especially those who are staying at electives and after school clubs) will be cycling home in the dark so 
please make sure they have bike lights and helmets on. 

 
Please get in touch/follow us using the following: 
E-mail: WantageandGroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101 
Always phone 999 in an emergency 
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