
 
 

 

Priorities 
Burglary: This remains a key priority for the team. Our focus is Harwell and Chilton where we 
have received reports of burglaries where unknown offenders have gained access via the rear 
of the property. We urge the public to be extra vigilant and report anything suspicious in the 
area. 
 
Please visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-
security-guide/ to download our security guide which contains a range of physical and digital security 
measures to protect your home. There is also advice on how to avoid invalidating your home 
insurance through poor security and a handy checklist when going away. You can also click on a link 
to sign up to Thames Valley Alerts to receive local crime updates from us. 
 
County Lines: The team remain focused on working with the community to identify drug dealing 
areas and dwellings used to facilitate County Lines. County Drugs Lines is the name given to a type of 
drug dealing by organised crime groups (OCGs) who create a network between a city and a smaller 
town.  
 
Thanks to recent intelligence from the community a partial closure order of an address in East Challow 
is now in place limiting the access and reducing vulnerability and anti-social behaviour (ASB) reports.  
 
You may have seen an increased police presence in the area of Stockham Park and Ashdown Way, 
Wantage on Sunday 03/11/2019. A drugs warrant was undertaken at two properties in our area. 
 
If you have any information regarding possible drug use and supply in the area you can contact us on 
101 or report online at www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 
 
Rural Crime: Since the crops have been harvested we have seen an increase in hare coursing 
reports both in the daytime and night-time. We continue to work closely with the rural community and 
the team are having great success thanks to the Rural WhatsApp group which has 70 members and 
these people are our eyes and ears in the community. Vehicles are dogs continue to be seized from 
these organised criminals. 
 
Offenders brought to justice 
David Hetherington, 43, of Savile Way, Grove, was convicted of harassment by breaching a 
restraining order by contacting a man on August 31.  He must pay compensation of £100.   
 
What the neighbourhood team have been doing 
On Wednesday 23rd October the neighbourhood team worked with trading standards and 
environmental health visiting traders in the area and patrolling fly tipping hotspots.  Areas were 
patrolled and around 50 traders were checked throughout the day working on properties doing various 
work.  We also spoke to property owners to ensure they were happy with the work being conducted 
and all correct paperwork had been exchanged.  Overall most were happy with the work being 
conducted and all the traders were approached were legitimate.     
 
On Monday 14th October was the anniversary of the sinking of the battleship HMS Royal Oak in 1939. 
Two casualties were from Wantage and were the first of World War 2 casualties from our area. Their 
memorial was shared by the most recent military casualty from Wantage in Afghanistan. PCSO Keith 
Jennings represented the neighbourhood team at the service and reception.  

 
Beware of Doorstep Scammers 
Rogue doorstep traders often repeatedly offer their services at attractive rates and use persuasive and 
persistent sales techniques to encourage people into making rushed decisions. Scammers may 
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conduct surveys just to get your personal details or as a cover to sell you goods or services you don’t 
want or need.  

 If someone knocks at your front door claiming to be from a company, first check their ID. If 
you’re not happy, don’t let them in.  

 Never call the phone number on their ID card to check them out. Ask the salesperson to wait 
outside, shut the door and find the company number on the internet. If they’re genuine, they’ll 
understand. 

 Never disclose your bank details. 

 For more information on how to protect yourself from falling victim to doorstep scams, visit the 
Thames Valley Police website and search ‘door to door fraud’. 

 
Crime Prevention 
Now is the ideal time to look at your home security. If you’re not at home during the hours of darkness, 
you may be at an increased risk of burglary. If no light is on in your home, curtains are not drawn, and 
no car is in the drive, it’s an obvious sign to an opportunist burglar that nobody is at home. At this time 
of year it pays to secure your home.  
 
There are a number of simple and free ways to do this, all of which will help reduce the chance of your 
home becoming a target. 
 

 Visit a local retailer and pick up a 24-hour segment timer for under £5. The timer can be used 
with a lamp, radio or TV to give the impression that someone’s home. Remember to use an 
energy efficient light bulb. 

 Register your valuables on www.immobilise.com it’s free and takes just a few minutes and if 
your valuables are stolen, will allow you to tell the police, your insurer, and the second-hand 
trade to assist in recovering your property and catch the thief 

 Keep valuables out of sight. 

 Lock your doors and windows, if you have a UPVC door, make sure you have double locked it. 

 
Have Your Say 
PCSO Keith Jennings will be at Sainsburys Coffee Shop on Monday 2nd December 2019 at 9am. 
Please come along and speak to him about any local concerns. 
 

Please get in touch/follow us using the following: 
E-mail: WantageandGroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101 
Always phone 999 in an emergency 
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