
 
 

 

Anti-social behaviour (ASB)  
Following on from recent updates we have seen a decrease in reports of ASB in and around Grove. We will continue 
to patrol Grove to deter and deal with ASB around this area. If you see any ASB please phone in as its happening on 
101 or 999 if a crime is being committed. 
 
Rural Crime 
Patrols of the rural areas continue and we have had reports of hare coursing and evidence of damage to crops 
indicates it is still occurring.  We work closely with local landowners and gamekeepers to combat and deter rural 
crime. The most common tell-tale sign is a vehicle or group of vehicles parked on grass verges, in gateways, in lay-
bys, or on farm tracks, bridleways and footpaths. The vehicles are predominantly 4x4s, vans or estate cars. You will 
often be able to see people in a line about 20-30 meters apart walking through fields with dogs trying to raise the 
hare or game so they can release the dogs. If you see anything suspicious please contact us.  

Theft from vehicles 
We have had a number of thefts from vehicles in the last month from Ridgeway car parks where offenders have 
gained entry and stolen sat-navs and handbags. These thefts are currently being investigated and if you have any 
information please contact us on the police non-emergency number 101. Please make sure that your vehicles are 
secure and that you remove all valuables from them if possible, or at least please keep them out of sight. 
 
Day of Action 
During October the Wantage Neighbourhood Team carried out a Day of Action in Grove. We managed to engage 
with households and sign many up to Thames Valley Alerts. This is a system where you receive free local crime 
information and crime prevention advice. Details at the bottom of the page.  
 
Crime prevention advice 
As the clocks have gone back and the evenings are closing in, it is a good idea to look at your home security. 
Lighting is very important and having a timer switch for a table lamp can light up your home even when you’re not at 
home. Also ensure all your security lights are working and you have a good solid padlock fitted to outside buildings 
such as sheds and garages. If you would like any crime reduction advice the please make contact by emailing the 
Wantage neighbourhood team using the details at the bottom of the page. 
 
Land Rover Defender thefts 
Since Land Rover stopped making the Defender thefts of these vehicles has increased especially for parts. Thames 
Valley Police have joined forces with security marking specialists Datatag to offer farmers and landowners an 
opportunity to have their 4x4s protected at a discounted price of £60 including VAT. 
For more information please call 01784 778310 and quote code TVPDef2016.  
 
Safe cycling 
Please also think about safe cycling now the evenings are dark. Make sure you and your children and have bike 
lights, helmets and high visibility clothing. Even the ride home from school will be getting dark soon. 
 
Contact us 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non-emergency 
number 101 or if it is an emergency then dial 999. You can also contact us via email 
WantageandGroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email address cannot be used to contact 
Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. To view information on your neighbourhood team 
visit the Thames Valley Police website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Receive free local crime alerts and crime 
prevention advice by registering at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk today. This allows anyone who signs up to choose 
what updates they receive and how they would like to receive it. 
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