
 
 

 

‘You said we did’/ Priorities 
1. Rural crime - TVP have a dedicated team of officers working alongside regular officers 

and PCSOs to tackle rural crime such as hare coursing, poaching, thefts and criminal 
damage to farms and rural properties. They send a clear and precise message to the 
groups committing these crimes that you will be caught and you will be dealt with robustly. 

2. Underage drinking - Wantage and Grove Neighbourhood Team have been committed to 
preventing underage drinking in and around Wantage and Grove with regular patrols. 
They also work in partnership with Licensing doing spot checks on Licenced premises 
making sure underage young people are not able to purchase alcohol in local shops and 
venues. 

3. Anti-Social behaviour (ASB) - Wantage and Grove neighbourhood team have been 
dedicated to reducing ASB. The team are currently engaging with many young people in 
the area especially Grove where there have been a rise in reported incidents. Anti-social 
warning letters have been sent to the parents of many of the young people involved.  

 
Anti-social behaviour 
The Neighbourhood Team treat this as a priority as it is something that causes a lot of 
concern to the public. We urge parents to be aware of where there children are, especially in 
the evenings and weekends when these incidents occur and would request that parents take 
responsibility for the action of their children. If a child/youth is behaving in and anti-social 
manner we will seek to issue them with an Anti-social Behaviour Contract (ABC). We may 
also seek to inform partner agencies in an attempt to prevent reoccurrence.  
 
Offenders brought to justice 

• A prolific wallet and purse thief has been caught after targeting people in supermarkets 
in Wantage and Abingdon. 

• A gang of thieves who have been targeting cars left in beauty spot car parks have 
been apprehended. They had smashed the windows on cars left in the car parks whilst 
owner had gone for walks causing considerable alarm and distress to the owners. 

• There have been several arrests in the area for Hare Coursing. 
• A male from Harwell has been caught and charged with 10 different offences following 

vehicle theft, theft and burglary. 
• A large quantity of alcohol was seized from young people in Wantage. 

 
Crime prevention advice 
As we approach Christmas and festivities get under way, please be aware of your home and 
personal security. When out shopping please don’t carry large amounts of cash around and 
when using your bank cards make sure your transaction is private and confidential by making 
sure no one is looking over your shoulder or standing to close when tapping your code into 
the machines, either in the shops or at a cash point. Also please keep your wallets and 
purses safe and close to you, making sure you fasten your handbags securely to prevent 
anyone stealing them. 
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At home please don’t leave presents on display under your trees in full view of windows. 
Please leave lights on when out in the evening to give the impression that someone is home. 
If you see anyone acting suspiciously please call us and make us aware. If you would like to 
receive any further crime reduction advice please contact the team using the contact details 
at the bottom of the page. 
 
Future events/meetings 
The Wantage and Grove Neighbourhood Team will be out and about around the town on the 
run up to Christmas to deter and help prevent any criminal activity such as distraction thefts, 
shop lifting and anti-social behaviour. Most of all we want you to feel safe and happy during 
the run up to Christmas and by helping us to help you we hope Christmas will be a wonderful 
occasion for all. The team will be at the Wantage Dickensian evening on Friday 2 December.  
 
Cycle training at schools 
PCSO Tim Deane is running a Cycle Training Courses in Harwell. Teaching year six children 
over a six week period how to cycle as safely as possible, after this period there is a test 
where they receive a badge and certificate. 
 
Contact us 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on the 
police non-emergency number 101 or if it is an emergency then dial 999. You can also 
contact us via email WantageandGroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this 
email address cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any 
urgent matters. To view information on your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley 
Police website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Receive free local crime alerts and crime 
prevention advice by registering at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk today. This allows anyone 
who signs up to choose what updates they receive and how they would like to receive it. The 
Thames Valley Police Twitter account is kept up to date with what we are up to; please follow 
us @TVPSouthandVale. 
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