
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Dear Parents, 

Sports Relief—It was really good to see all the children dressed as various sports stars. A total of £116.84 

was collected in and this will be sent to Sports Relief 

Chess Challenge— The final was won by Idun—many congratulations to her. Carys and Eve have written an 

excellent article about this year’s challenge which appears later in this newsletter 

Didcot Music Festival— Singwell represented the school magnificently and were a real credit. Our thanks to 

Mrs Fanstone for leading them. Rehearsals  will start shortly for The Festival of Voices at Dorchester Abbey 

in June 

KS1 Playground— Almost there and mostly now in use . We will have an ‘Official Opening’ ceremony early 

next term 

Clubs — Well done to the boys football team ending their season with a well deserved draw in their match 

against Chilton. Look out for new clubs starting next term as well as the continuation of some of the current 

extra curricular clubs. Full details will be in the first newsletter of the new term 

Easter Trail—  Children in Year 4 and 5 have  produced some fantastic artwork for use in The Easter Trail. 

Peter Shields has sent these details about it and we know that some of the children have already been on 

the trail.  

" The Easter Story Trail is open. There are 14  pieces of amazing Easter artwork hidden around the             

village.  It's all been created by pupils from Harwell School.  Follow the trail, admire the art, collect the clues, 

and  enter the prize draw to win some Easter treats! (Oh, and there might be a few little treats along the 

way). Go to the St Matthew's  website for more details, or send a text saying: 8DEGC HARWELL  to 60777 to 

get a map & instruction delivered to your phone. Have fun " 

Mr Gibson continues to recover well and is looking forward to coming back to school after the Easter break 

For the rest of this week, the rota for the Senior Leadership Team covering his absence is: 

Tuesday—Ms Miller, Wednesday—Mrs Roberts, Thursday—Ms Miller 

Term ends at 3.15 on Thursday and we all hope you have a really good Easter and look forward to            

welcoming all the children back to school on Monday April 11th 

With warm regards 

Harwell School Senior Leadership Team 

 

 



 

Taking your children out of school in term time 

 

The circumstances in which the school is able to authorize term time absence for pupils is very much  

restricted. Attendance is vitally important in a child’s education but if there are extenuating                  

circumstances in which you are intending for them not to be in school, you should send a written        

request in advance to Mr Gibson. Please do not simply advise the class teacher or the office verbally. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation 

 

The Senior Leadership Team 

The School kitchen is run by Carillion Plc via a company called ‘Food and More’.  They have asked the 

school to let parents know that they are actively recruiting a Kitchen Assistant for Harwell School to 

start as soon as possible.  The hours are 10.30 to 1.00 Monday to Friday (12.5 hours per week  total) 

and pay is at the rate of £7.20 

If you are interested, please contact Sue Ponting on 07736 498703 for more information and to apply 

for the job 

The position will be subject to standard DBS checks as are all positions working in a school                

environment 

 
No Clubs the first week of the new term but details of the Clubs for terms 5 and 6 

will be in the first newsletter 



 



Chess Challenge 
 

By Eve Batty and Carys Sharp 

 

 

      On Monday 18th January,  

    the 2016 chess challenge began! 

 

A whopping thirty children 

took part from all of the years 

(except FC). For a win, you had 

3 points, for a draw, 2 points and  

for a loss, 1 point. At particular  

amounts of points you could win prizes, 

such as, a badge, a mascot and a  

‘shaggy pencil’! Each child won at 

least a badge and a mascot. There  

were also 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes … 

The highest possible amount of points you can achieve is 21, however the maximum score  

this year was 19, which was scored by Idun who won 1st prize. In 2nd place, with 18 points  

was Carys, Aayush and Mark, and in joint 3rd was Sam and Lilly. 

 

To qualify for the Mega Final, children  

in years 5 and down had to acquire 17  

points or more, but year 6’s only had 

to get 15 points. The qualifiers this year 

were: (from year 3) Mark, (from year 4),  

Aayush, Annaliese, Harry, Lilly,  

(from year 5)Freya, Sam, (from year 6) 

Eve, Carys, Megan, Idun and Oliver. 
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A few dates for your diary  

  

Tuesday 22nd March Year 5 Farm visit 

FC Outcome 

Year 2 Outcome 

  

Wednesday 23rd March Year 5 Outcome 

Thursday 24th March Year 6 outcome 

Last day of term 4      -       3.15pm 

Monday 11th April Start of Term 6 

Saturday April 16th 

 

Saturday May 6th 

 

Friday May 27th 

Go Green Day 

 

Auction—Harwell School Association 

 

End of Term 5 

  

  








