
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Monday 9th November 2015 

Dear parents,  

What a lovely start and end to the week.  

On Monday afternoon, the school hall was transformed into Victorian Italy with a fantastic 

retelling of the story of Pinochio. Wizard theatre wove a wonderful  story full of numerous 

costume and scenery changes, which transfixed the audience. It was lovely to see, not just 

the ingenious players strolling the stage but also the faces of the captivated audience. It was 

a truly memorable start to the term.  

It was a scene reminiscent of Friday. As a community school, the local links are very             

important to us and the Scout Fireworks were a spectacular event. The evening was            

uncommonly warm for the season and a large crowd gathered. When the lights eventually 

faded, the spectacle began. While a few of use with little ones retreated into the quietness of 

a classroom (something I have spoken to the scouts about offering more widely for those 

with younger children for next year) the show exploded into life above. On Saturday, I was at 

the Oxford Fireworks at Southpark and the scouts put on a very impressive performance to 

rival that extravaganza.  It was a magical event for young and old with an equally captivated 

audience.  

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 

To watch out for this week 

In this coming week there will be some exciting things to look forward to, though not quite as 

incendiary; Year 2 and 4 will be starting Golf Lessons as part of our sports funding plans. 

These will be run by Drayton Golf Club and will happen weekly until Christmas. I have been 

assured they will be swinging away from the school building and car park!!  On Tuesday the 

school will be recording Christmas Carols for radio Oxford. The carols will be going out on the 

11th of December at 7:45 am and 8.45 am but will be available on catch up).  

Don’t forget that this coming Thursday, the photographer will be in to take individual and 

family photographs.  



A few dates for your diary  

Monday 9th November Golf starts for year 4 

 

Thursday 12th November Individual & Family Photos 

Golf starts for Year 2 

Library bus 

Sunday 15th November Go Green Day 

Monday 16th November Indoor 5-a-side tournament at Wantage Leisure 

centre 

Tuesday 17th November Sun dome workshop Year 5 & 6 

Wednesday 18th  November Roving Books (all day) 

FC to Chilton Train   

Friday 20th November Year 4 cake sale 

Year 5 Moon gazing evening 

Tuesday 1st December Parent decorations morning 

Friday 4th December Christmas Fair 

Saturday 5th December Lego Challenge 

Wednesday 9th December KS2 Christmas Concert 6:30pm 

Friday 11th December Year 3 cake sale 

Monday 14th December Nativity Matinee 2pm 

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Lunch 

Nativity Evening performance 6pm  

Wednesday 16th December Mummers Play and Caroling 

Friday 18th December End of term 2  (3:15pm 

Tuesday 5th January 2016 Start of term 3 



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Kindness 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other  

Celebrations 

 



Go Green Day 

On the community event theme, the go green day is this weekend.  

On the last day many people said that they would have come but for it being on a Saturday. 

I have taken this into account and organised it on Sunday. There will be many things that 

you will be able to help with. There will be something for everyone.  

Below are a selection of things that you could help with: 

Clearing gutters (bring gloves and ladders) 

Raking leaves (bring rakes and wheelbarrows) 

Cutting back the hedges (bring loppers & gloves) 

Painting: Shed, Metal work outside year 1, gate (bring wire brushes) year 1 shade 

Weeding borders and other areas.  

Dismantling the poly tunnel and erecting the new one 

Refreshments will be available on the day, so why not and come for all, or part of the time; 

all help is welcome.  



Playground update  

As you will know the playground in the FC has been in a state of disrepair since 

we removed the willows. The second stage had taken longer to achieve than we 

had hoped due to waiting for quotes but now we have the date for the             

resurfacing to begin.  

On Tuesday 17th November, for two to three days, Drayton Construction will 

come in a repair the playground. I have spoken to them already regarding      

moving equipment during school opening and closing times so this shouldn’t 

happen.  After that, Phase 3… 

I have met with pentagon sports several times to work with them for designs for 

the FC playground. Together we are applying for funding to pay for the              

improvements so watch this space.  

The other spaces... 

I have met with a company called play cubed to look at possible designs for the 

other areas such as the KS1 And 2 trim trails. Once they have some initial ideas, I 

will meet with the school council to discuss their thoughts for the areas.  

More news to follow.  


