
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Monday 7th December 2015 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this finds you well. 

It has been another busy week at school. 

I wrote this whilst at  National Instruments in Newbury with Tech club. At the time, the children were busy 

rehearsing their programming and presentations, waiting for all of the competing schools to arrive. It    

promised to be an  exciting day. I thought you would be interested to share the children’s day. 

It started early, with the children gathering shortly before 8am at school. I had already picked up the mini 

bus and was waiting for them at school. The journey to Newbury was straight forward and we were the first 

team to arrive; other schools (all secondary), soon began to arrive too. We were the youngest team by a 

country mile but also the most excited and enthusiastic too. 

As soon as we arrived, we booked a slot on the practice board; using this enabled the children to refine their 

programming with all of the equipment and obstacles in place. Back in the pits, they carried on practicing.  

The team had been separated into drivers, builders programmers and presenters. 

During the course of the morning, they made several presentations.  They had to share their research into 

recycling to a panel of judges and field questions afterwards. Despite it being a nerve wracking thing, they 

did tremendously well and they should be really proud of themselves. They will have another chance to 

share their thoughts in assembly. Part of their presentation centres around a website they built. It is an    

interesting take on recycling; creating a book swap website. 

The competition element was to programme a Lego machine that the children had previously built to    

complete challenges on a 2metre game board.   

The first run on the game board didn’t go well. A combination of nerves and programming glitch.  However, 

the beauty of making a mistake is that you can learn from them and correct them. While the first run didn’t 

go well with some of the programmes, not working as we had planned, the second, third and fourth runs 

were a combination of practice and skill with the children scoring ever increasing amounts on the board.  

The day culminated in a prize ceremony where the children’s qualities of teamwork, respect and politeness 

was recognised with winning the core values trophy.  

Everyone had a great time and in the words of one… ‘I’m so coming next year’  

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 



A few dates for your diary  

Tuesday 8th December Year 5 Outcome 2.30 

Singwell at RBL Club 2pm 

Wednesday 9th December KS2 Christmas Concert 6:30pm 

Friday 11th December Year 3 cake sale 

Monday 14th December Nativity Matinee 2pm 

Tuesday 15th December FC to Little  Pippins Nativity 

Christmas Lunch 

Nativity Evening performance 6pm  

Wednesday 16th December Year 6 Parent outcome PM 

Mummers Play and Caroling 

Thursday 17th December FC and Class 1 Theatre trip to Corner-

stone (snow Dragon) 

Friday 18th December End of term 2  (3:15pm) 

Tuesday 5th January 2016 Start of term 3 

Tuesday 12th January  Girls’ match vs Blewbury (away) 

Thursday 14th January  School nurse in to see Yr 5 & 6 

Friday 15th January  HSA film night 

Friday 29th January  Year 1 Cake stall 

Friday 12th February FC cake stall 

Saturday April 16th Go Green Day 

Club news 

This week will be the last week for clubs this term. Clubs will restart after Christmas.  

 



The Christmas Fair was a huge success. It was immensely well attended which 

is the most important part. As yet I do not have a final figure for the amount 

raised, but in many ways this is secondary to the prime purpose to bring eve-

ry one together.  It seemed that the whole village was there. From the Choir 

singing to the band playing it was a lovely atmosphere and I know from the 

many positive comments that you enjoyed the day.  

Year 5 ran their own stall and have successfully raised enough funds to pur-

chase dictionaries and thesauruses  for their classroom 



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Kindness 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other  

Celebrations 

 




