
 
 

Harwell News 

 

 

Wednesday 29th April 2015 
 

Dear Parents,  

It has been another eventful learning week at Harwell with the planting of seeds in  

the garden, visit to the Story Museum by Class 1 and Year 6s ball Bearing Project Outcome 
and much more. The children’s engagement and learning has been clear through these ex-
periences which we will strive to continue to refine and improve as time goes on. 

 

Last week, Year 6 were successful at channelling the spirit of Professor Heinz Wolff. For 
those who are not aware of who he is, you need to search the BBC archive for  'The Great 
Egg Race'. It was a compulsive viewing when I was young, where teams of inventors try to 
solve weekly problems - a predecessor to scrapheap challenge but with more 'interesting' 
fashion choices.  

Year 6 had their own problem to solve this week, to use different forces to move a ball 
bearing across the hall.  There were creative and imaginative solutions, including cranes, 
hot air balloons and hovercrafts. What impressed me most was the constant refining that 
was taking place where the children were learning from their mistakes and adapting pro-
cesses.  

 

This leads me into the assembly theme this week. The theme is skills needed to be a good 
learner. Last week we looked at learning zones and how the best learning was the one 
which was neither too easy nor impossible but sat within the middle zone, where there is 
challenge to stretch learning. Within this zone, if the challenge is at the right level (and we 
are always trying to improve on this) then the learning is not going to be straight forward, 
which means there may be mistakes. Mistakes are an important signpost in learning, they 
can help guide learning.  It was Thomas Edison who, when his mistakes were pointed out, 
remarked; 'I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work.'  

 

Please remember that Monday is a bank holiday and so the school will be closed. Have a 
lovely weekend. I may see some of you at the Year 5 car wash on Saturday (page 4 for 
more details).   

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 

 



Last Thursday, Foundation class went to visit Oxford Story Museum.  

They had a fantastic time, learning about different stories and exploring the wonderful story 
settings that have been set up within the museum.  

It is a wonderful location to lose yourself within a story.  

They also have a website with details of events they host or if you are simply looking for a 
new story.  

www.storymuseum.org.uk 

 

 

This week's attendance awards 
go to both the Foundation class  
and class  3. 

Well done those classes. Once a 
gain a very close call.  

Thank you for helping improve 
attendance.  



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Special Mention 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other Celebrations 

 





Cake Sale Dates 

1/5/15 - Year 4 

15/5/15 - Year 5  

5/6/15 - Year3 

19/6/15 - Year2 

3/7/15 - Year1 

17/7/15 - FC  

A few dates for your diary  

Wednesday 29th April Year 1 Oxford Castle trip 

Friday 1st May  Childline visiting year 5 & 6 Part 2 

Saturday 2nd May Year 5 Car wash  

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday (School Closed)  

Sunday 10th May The Great Harwell Treasure Hunt 

Monday 11 May Sats Week 

Year 4 High Ash Residential (all week)  

Friday 22nd May Year 4 Outcome 

End of term 5 

Bank Holiday Monday 25th May Harwell Feast 

Tool Box required 

Year 5 are preparing to embark on their annual Moon Buggy Challenge—a design 

and technology project run with St Birinus School. They have been given a large 

selection of donated tools to help construct the buggies . One tool box has been 

secured and are now looking for a further storage box suitable for the remainder 

of their equipment. If you so have a spare tool chest that you would be willing to 

donate to Class 5, then they would be delighted to hear from you.  

My apologies for the incorrect 

cake sale list last week.  

Due to year 4 being at High Ash, they have swapped dates with year 5. 

"Polar Explorers" is the theme of the Summer Holi-
day Club being run by All Saints' & St Matthew's. 
Between Monday 17th & Friday 21st August 2015, 
9am-3pm there's five fun days of FREE sport, craft, 
music, competitions, workshops and lessons from 
Biblical stories. Based at Harwell School, it is for 
children going into yrs 1-9 in September, with an 
adapted programme for older children.  

Children from the parishes of Chilton & Harwell get priority if regis-

tered before the 1st May. Go to www.hcchurches.org/holidayclub to 

register or for more info 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=ntH06VKv_AZvOFAcGERH8thGpyBcC7_CMoEB7XMx-M9YuqHgTlHSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBoAGMAYwBoAHUAcgBjAGgAZQBzAC4AbwByAGcALwBoAG8AbABpAGQAYQB5AGMAbAB1AGIA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hcchurches.org%2fholidayclub





