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‘Happy to learn’ 
 

 Tuesday 22nd September 2015 

Dear Parents,  

I hope the newsletter finds you well.  

Last year there were assemblies about challenging stereotypes, particularly related to gender                 
stereotypes. As you will know, stereo types exist in many other spheres. One such area is that of cultural 
stereotypes. It is something I was acutely aware of when I lived in Ethiopia between 2004 and 2006.  I 
went to Ethiopia as a volunteer with many preconceived ideas only for them to be shattered by the huge 
diversity of such a large fascinating  country.  

 

This week’s assembly is focused on Ethiopia and the stereo types associated with it.  It is a country where 
there are ancient monuments, new cities, green fields and arid deserts – a country of great contrast. 
While great strides have been made with economic progress and food security since the terrible events of 
the 1980s however, there are still many vulnerable groups at risk.  

 

It is for this reason that I became a trustee for a charity called SENethiopia. It is a charity that works with 
children with special educational needs, many of whom are the most vulnerable in society. Much of our 
focus work has been with Mekelle School for the Blind in northern Ethiopia – coincidentally built near one 
of the old famine camps. The school is home to 130 children many of whom board there all year round. 
They are taught in the school for their ‘Primary’ years and then go onto the local secondary schools as 
they get older.  

 

I have worked with SENethiopia for many years and our projects have included a new kitchen, shower 
block, security wall, playground and teacher training for the local schools.  

The current project is to raise money to provide braille text books to enable the children to achieve their 
full potential, particularly as they go to the secondary schools who are ill equipped to support these     
students.   

The charity will be holding a number of fundraising events across the country, including at St Martins In 
The Field and I would like to invite you to help.  

 

To help we will be having two non uniform days over the year; the first of these will be the last day of 
term (22nd October) with the challenge being to wear something green, yellow and red (the colours of 
the Ethiopian flag) in return for a donation towards the costs of the books.  

 

I hope we will be able to raise £300 over the year, which will go towards buying new braille text books.   

I hope you enjoy the rest of the week. 

Warm regards,  

Bryn Gibson 





A few dates for your diary  

Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th The VIKINGS are coming!!!! 

Monday 28th September Year 3 trip to the Roald Dahl Museum 

Tuesday 29th September Year 6 work experience 

Wednesday 30th September Year 4 trip to Pitt Rivers 

Friday 2nd October Harvest Festival at St Matthews 

Monday 5th October Year 6 Imps visit 

Wednesday 7th October Roving Bookstore visit 

Week beginning 12th October Year 6 Yenworthy 

Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st October Parent Teacher meetings 

Thursday 22nd October End of term 1 

Non uniform day for Braille Books 

Monday 2nd November Start of term 2 

Wizard Theatre presents  

Pinocchio (whole school pm) 

Friday 6th November Scouts firework extravaganza (evening)  

Parent Helpers wanted 

Do you have a regular hour a week spare to hear readers? 

Have you a job, with a specialism that  you could share with a class to enhance their curric-

ulum? 

Are you  able to help with trips? 

Please let your class teacher know.  



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Kindness 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other  

Celebrations 

 



Milk News 

As many of you are aware, the government has changed it’s guidance on milk within 

schools in January.  

In a bid to encourage healthier choices and to enjoy the health benefits of milk, the Gov-

ernment has made it mandatory for all children to have access to a glass of milk during the 

day.   

Milk for under-fives has been free for some time  If your child is not under five and you 

wish your child to have milk during the day there are two ways in which we can make that 

milk available.  

 

The school provides milk for children eligible for free school meals eligible for the Pupil 

Premium grant.   

If your child is not eligible for FSM, and you wish your child to have milk then you can pro-

vide milk through the Cool Milk scheme.  

1. If your child is eligible for free school milk (under five or eligible for the  pupil premi-

um free school meals grant) then you do not need to do anything.  

2. If your child does not have school lunch, and is over five, then you can sign up to a 

scheme run by  company called Cool Milk, which runs a subsidised milk scheme. 

 Cool Milk are a company that provides milk daily in carton form directly to the 

 school. All you have to do is sign up online, follow their instructions and they will 

 do the rest, including sending the milk directly to school.    

  

 To register with cool milk go to  

 http://www.coolmilk.com/index.php?q=parents  

 

Many thanks 

 





Class 3 have had a busy start to the 

term. We have made friendship pic-

tures, drawing to music, which was great fun. Our 

topic this term is Roald Dahl and we have mixed 

marvellous     medicines and thought about all the 

things we want to find out about Roald Dahl. We 

have researched and started filling leaflets with all 

the facts we have discovered about him. We have 

done lots of practical maths, learning to use all the       

fabulous resources Class 3 have, and we have really 

enjoyed spending time choosing books from our 

fantastic book corner. 



Year 5 have enjoyed a very crafty start to the year while exploring our 

topic ‘No one is an Island’.  We have made an interactive maths display 

based on the book, 'If the World Were a Village' by David J Smith and 

Shelagh Armstrong, where the world’s population is represented in the 

imaginary village of 100 residents. 

 



 


