
 
 

Harwell News 

 

 

Monday 20th April 2015 
 

Dear Parents,  

I hope this newsletter finds you well.  

As you will know, Ofsted visited us last week. While I cannot talk about the outcomes until 
the report has been approved, I can certainly thank you for your support and feedback. 
The governors, staff and I are keen to make the school and the learning experiences as rich 
and positive as possible. Those aims of creating a broad and balanced curriculum which 
enables all to achieve their best while maintaining the values of tolerance and respect are 
as important to us now as when before my appointment, governors consulted with you. 
Your feedback is always both welcome and necessary to help make that a reality. 

 

In assembly this week,  we are coming back to an theme from earlier in the year of ’What 
does it means to be a good learner?’ Previously, we explored  the importance of not giving 
up and asking for help; of offering good advice and kind support and being inspired by 
new challenges.   This week, we  focused on the importance of making and learning from 
mistakes.   

At times people are worried about making mistakes as they feel a failure. This then leads 
them to making safe, easier learning choices instead of perhaps going for a challenge.  If 
their choices are safe, then they are not stretching their thinking and pushing on their 
learning as much as they might.  

 

On  different note, the pool has been repaired after the vandalism and is now back in use. 
There was a happy ending for the bicycle that was unceremoniously dumped into the 
pool. With the help of social media we were able to track down the owner and it turned 
out that it was a present that had been stolen. On Friday we were pleased to reunite bike 
and owner.  

 

Football Club has now come to an end but we will look at offering other sports as an after 
school club. 

 

Have a wonderful week. 

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 



With Cries of ‘oh no’ and ‘Godzilla’ you might think that 
Year 4 were recreating some Japanese disaster movie but in 
fact they were  taking part in a follow up to an earlier pro-
ject; they were learning all about responsible development 
especially about how to protect developments from     
flooding.  

Atkins Engineering Consultants have kindly brought in a 
scale Lego model of Oxford and given up their time to work 
with the children.  

The children were taught about the flood plains in Oxford 
and what happens when there are heavy rains up-stream.  

The children have clearly been putting their knowledge to 
good practice. They used Lego sandbags to protect vital in-
frastructure such as water supplies and power. As you can 
gather from the first comments, some groups were not 
quite so successful! 

 

Attendance last week was very good which made the 
attendance trophy a very close affair. Year 2 just pipped FC 
and Year 1 in the lower school, while there was a tie from 
year 3 and 5 who both had 100% attendance – very im-
pressive.  

While we always encourage full attendance, we under-
stand that at times through illness this is not possible. If 
your child is unwell, please do call the office to let them 
know. Thank you 

On the subject of dogs… 

Can I please remind people that we do not have dogs on 
the school site. While I am certain that your animals are 
perfectly safe, it not always possible to guarantee their 
response if they are startled. As children, and myself, are 
always keen to pet them we may not always think about 
the animal’s response and may inadvertently startle them. 
Thank you for being so understanding. 



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Special Mention 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other Celebrations 

 



Cake Sale Dates 

1/5/15 - Year5 

15/5/15 - Year4 

5/6/15 - Year3 

19/6/15 - Year2 

3/7/15 - Year1 

17/7/15 - FC  

 

 

A few dates for your diary  

Wednesday 22nd April  Year 6 Outcome 

The Great Ball Bearing Challenge 

Monday 27th April Class Photographs 

Friday 1st May  Childline visiting year 5 & 6 Part 

2 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday (School Closed)  

Monday 11 May Sats Week 

Year 4 High Ash Residential (all 

week)  

Friday 22nd May Year 4 Outcome 

End of term 5 

Bank Holiday Monday 25th 

May 

Harwell Feast 


