
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Monday 19th October 2015 

Dear parents,  

I hope this news letter finds you well.  

On Thursday we will be at the end of the first term.  It has been a very good start to the 

year with many interesting learning experiences taking place, many of which will culminate 

in the parent outcomes this week.  

Last week, I was very fortunate to spend two days with two different classes; it is lovely to 

see the children in different environments. 

On Wednesday, I travelled down to Yenworthy to spend the day with Year 6. Residential 

trips are a great opportunity for the children to build teamwork and leadership skills.  

On Wednesday, the sky was blue and the children were full of excitement. I arrived just   

before breakfast (impeccable timing!) and was given an expert tour of the centre by a 

group of children. They spoke with obvious delight and confidence as they shared the  

challenges they had faced on the previous days.  

After a hearty breakfast, briefing and room inspection, we headed to the beach. The class 

was split into two groups, one to go climbing and the other to go scrambling and coursing 

on the beach. Later the groups would be switched to enable the children to experience all 

the activities. To be able to go climbing on a sea cliff rather than a climbing wall is one of 

the great advantages of Yenworthy. Another advantage are the staff at Yenworthy who are 

all trained teachers, as well as specialist in their areas of outdoor learning. They were very 

impressed by the children’s attitude to the challenges they faced.  

On Friday, I helped Year 1 go to Bournemouth Aquarium. It was a memorable trip             

organised by Mrs Chapman. The children had an amazing experience which brought their 

learning up-close and very much to life! The centre staff were impressed by the children’s 

attitude and insightful questions; they were tremendous ambassadors for the school. 

I hope you have a wonderful week. 

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 



A few dates for your diary  

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 

21st October 

Parent Teacher meetings 

 

Tuesday 20th October Rescheduled Girls football tournament @  

Ladygrove Park 

Thursday 22nd October Year 5 Parent outcome 

Year 6 Parent outcome 

Non uniform day for Braille Books 

End of term 1 

Friday 23rd October Staff training day 

Monday 2nd November Start of term 2 

Wizard Theatre presents  

Pinocchio (whole school pm) 

Friday 6th November Year 5 Cake sale 

Scouts firework extravaganza (evening)  

Tuesday 10th  November Radio Oxford Carol Recording 

Thursday 12th November Individual Photos 

Tuesday 17th November Sun dome workshop Year 5 & 6 

Wednesday 18th  November Roving Books (all day) 

Friday 20th November Year 4 cake sale 

Year 5 Moon gazing evening 

Tuesday 1st December Parent decorations morning 

Friday 4th December Christmas Fair 

Saturday 5th December Lego Challenge 

Wednesday 9th December KS2 Christmas Concert 6:30pm 

Friday 11th December Year 3 cake sale 

Monday 14th December Nativity Matinee 2pm 

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Lunch 

Nativity Evening performance 6pm  

Wednesday 16th December Mummers Play and Caroling 

Friday 18th December End of term 2  (3:15pm 

Tuesday 5th January 2016 Start of term 3 





Go Green Day 

            Sunday 15th November  

            Please come if you can and 

help prepare the  

school grounds  

for Winter 

 

 



Home School Agreements 

All children will bring home this week a new Home School Agreement. Please could you take the time to 

read this carefully with your child(ren). They and you should then sign the agreement and return it to your 

class teacher. 

Thank you in advance for your help with this 

 

Our Yenworthy Experience. 

 
I really enjoyed my time at Yenworthy, except a few parts-for example, on the 

last day when we were all supposed to go (some of us just dipped our toes in!) 

swimming in a 10 degrees pool, it was freezing! But apart from that, it was 

brilliant! To star t with we were all a bit homesick, but by the time we'd 

reached rock-climbing and surfing we'd mostly all settled in. One very         

important part of the trip was most definitely the food! For each breakfast we 

had cereal followed by something cooked - straight from the kitchen! For 

lunch we chose our filling from a wide range of options (honey, ham,        

chocolate spread, cheese, egg and many others!) and gave our orders to fellow 

students who would make them. For tea we had a delicious home-cooked 

meal, straight from the kitchen! Every single meal had a vegetarian version 

and lots of choice - you could have as much or as little as you wanted. One of 

the massive highlights was a 75m long zip-wire that went over a pond!        

Another asset was the great night activities: night orienteering, (a fun,       

competitive ' treasure-hunt' like running activity.) quizzes, night walks and lots 

more! You can probably understand now why I loved it so much – if I could 

I’d do it all over again! 

 

Carys 




