
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Monday 16th November 2015 

I hope you are well.  

As many of you may know this week is anti-bullying week. Our assembly this week fits into that 

theme.  This year’s anti-bullying message is ‘make some noise’ and through this we are encouraging 

children to speak up about unkind behaviour so that we can empower individuals to know what to 

do if they should ever be subject to hurtful behaviour.  We will also be continuing our theme of 

kindness, respect and tolerance as I believe that these are vital to ensuring the school continues to 

be a kind and nurturing environment.  

Last weekend, I would like to thank the many people who were able to stay and help out at the 

school. While it was a little windy, the weather held off fairly well and we were able come together 

to help the school.  You may notice that the entrance gate has been repainted, the Year 2 shelter 

cleaned and painted and the borders and hedges cleared.  The Go Green days are a lovely way to 

spend a day with welcoming people but also it then allows us to use the money that we would have 

used on a contractor to support the learning within school.  

I would like to thank Mrs Fanstone who gave up her time to come in and support Singwell, 

and the school with the Radio Oxford Carol recording last  week. It sounded amazing and I 

can’t wait to hear the finished recording on the 11th December at 7:45 and 8:45am. 

On Wednesday Roving Books will be here.  As you will remember from last year, they will be     

bringing a huge selection of high quality books and the hall will be transformed into a Book shop for 

the day. They are my favourite travelling book shop because of the quality of the selection; I could, 

and have, lost hours browsing amongst the shelves picking up gems of books which my own        

children treasure.  

 

Each class will have an opportunity to visit the hall to see if there are any books they like. The hall 

will be open before and after school if you would like to come and have a look. It is an opportunity 

to pick up a Christmas present perhaps? I know I shall certainly be picking up more than a few.  

While the school receives a commission on the purchases, which will then be used to buy books for 

the class libraries, it is a worthwhile activity because of the great buzz created by browsing such 

quality books irrespective of orders.  

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 



A few dates for your diary  

Monday 16th November Indoor 5-a-side tournament at Wantage Leisure 

centre 

Tuesday 17th November Sun dome workshop Year 5 & 6 

Wednesday 18th  November Roving Books (all day) 

FC to Chilton Train   

Friday 20th November Year 4 cake sale 

Year 5 Moon gazing evening 

Tuesday 1st December Parent decorations morning 

Friday 4th December Christmas Fair 

Saturday 5th December Lego Challenge 

Wednesday 9th December KS2 Christmas Concert 6:30pm 

Friday 11th December Year 3 cake sale 

Monday 14th December Nativity Matinee 2pm 

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Lunch 

Nativity Evening performance 6pm  

Wednesday 16th December Mummers Play and Carolling 

Friday 18th December End of term 2  (3:15pm) 

Tuesday 5th January 2016 Start of term 3 

Things to watch out for this week.  

Tomorrow, Drayton construction are expected in to start the repairs to the tarmac. We will 

try to keep any disruption to a minimum. I am expecting them to arrive shortly before 8 

am. I know that Ms Miller and Mrs Goodall are looking forward to making use of the        

repaired space.   

Also on Friday, it is Oxford light night. As many of you will know, the museums and streets 

of Oxford open up late and are a riot of colour and light as the Christmas lights are 

switched on. It is well worth having a look though be aware there are road disruptions 

(http://www.oxfordschristmas.com/)  

This Saturday, Harwell and Hendred will be playing the under 9 final on the school field.  

There are a couple of representatives from the Year 4 and Mr King is the manager.  

If you wanted to come and support them, I believe there are bacon rolls available! 



It is another exciting week for Year 5.  

Not only did they go down to the war memorial on Wednesday to observe                 

remembrance but they had a visitor who came in to speak to the children about the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and share some of his own oral history.  

Class 5 also  had a visit from Rutherford labs to experiment with Lunar Crater Creation, 

linked to their project.  

This week, they will be following that up with an astro-dome visit on Tuesday to look 

at the stars and on Friday, they will be staying over at school to have a star gazing 

evening.  I do hope the sky will be clear.   

These visits and events have been carefully planned to help support and enhance their 

learning experiences to ensure that their learning is memorable.  



Good Learner  

Certificates 

Kindness 

Certificates 

Harwell Star 

Certificates 

Other  

Celebrations 

 



  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch time Chess Dance club (will 
start soon) 

    Ukulele 

After school Craft Club KS1 KS1 Multi Skills 
Japanese club KS2 

Boys Football KS2 Girls Football 
KS2 

Tech Club KS2 

Evening 
(paid clubs) 

  Adult dance Karate Dance  

We are also hoping to start a film club soon so watch out for letters.  

Mobile Library 

 

The Mobile Library comes to the school regularly and the children all enjoy the opportunity to   

borrow books.   

 

Oxfordshre County Council are currently considering budget saving options for 2016/17 and have 

opened a public consultation—the  closure of all mobile libraries; 4 general service library vehicles 

and 2 children’s service vehicles are one of the options currently being considered. 

You are all invited to join in the public consultation  on this and all the options - 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/budget 

Or you can submit comments in writing to Freepost Oxfordshire County Council (no other address 

details would be required0 


