
 

Harwell News 

‘Happy to learn’ 
 

Monday 12th October 2015 

Dear parents,  

I hope this news letter finds you well.  

This week it is another busy week at Harwell although the school may seem, as many of your 

households will be, that little bit quieter with year 6 embarking on their residential trip early 

Monday morning.   

Yenworthy is a residential centre that offers a huge range of opportunities.  From climbing to   

watersports, the children will have the chance to challenge themselves, increasing their            

confidence, teamwork and leadership skills.  

The residential trip fits well into the school’s aims. Last week, The Chair of Governors (Liz Waters) 

and myself met with Rebecca Matthews (Deputy Director of Education in Oxfordshire). Part of the 

discussion centred our aims here at Harwell and how we are using the local authority support to 

improve the provision and meet the post Ofsted actions.   

The aims that we shared was to have a broad and balanced curriculum which also stretched them 

to enable children to reach their potential. As Rebecca recognised, we have come a long way 

along that journey with improved outcomes for children, as was recognised in our results last 

year. We are not complacent and are working hard to continue those improvements. This year, 

Harwell will be working closely with our partnership schools of Blewbury and Northbourne, and 

with the Local Authority to achieve those aims.  

All these things link well with our continued assembly themes of learning skills. This week, we are 

focusing on another essential skill.  Building on the role of embracing challenge and learning from 

our mistakes, we are focusing on another way that we learn which is from each other.  

John Donne, in the seventeenth century, said ‘no man is an island’ and that holds true today.  

That sense that we rely on each other applies equally to how we learn. Just as adults we should 

not be afraid to gather ideas from others so we should be encouraging children to do the same.   

It is not blindly copying an idea without comprehension but rather taking another’s idea, improv-

ing on it and deepening our understanding. To quote another seventeenth century great mind: "If 

I have seen further, it is by standing upon the shoulders of giants". If it worked for Isaac Newton 

then it should work for us.    

 

Warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson 



A few dates for your diary  

Tuesday 13th October (correction) Boys football tournament 

3:30 @ Our Lady's Abingdon 

Week beginning 12th October Year 6 Yenworthy 

Friday 16th October Year 4 Parent outcome 

Year 2 Parent outcome  

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st 

October 

Parent Teacher meetings 

Look out for letters in bags.  

Tuesday 20th October Rescheduled Girls football tournament @  

Ladygrove Park 

Thursday 22nd October Year 5 Parent outcome 

Year 6 Parent outcome 

Non uniform day for Braille Books 

End of term 1 

Friday 23rd October Staff training day 

Monday 2nd November Start of term 2 

Wizard Theatre presents  

Pinocchio (whole school pm) 

Friday 6th November Year 5 Cake sale 

Scouts firework extravaganza (evening)  

Tuesday 10th  November Radio Oxford Carol Recording 

Thursday 12th November Individual Photos 

Tuesday 17th November Sun dome workshop Year 5 & 6 

Wednesday 18th  November Roving Books (all day) 

Friday 20th November Year 4 cake sale 

Year 5 Moon gazing evening 

Tuesday 1st December Parent decorations morning 

Friday 4th December Christmas Fair 

Saturday 5th December Lego Challenge 

Wednesday 9th December KS2 Christmas Concert 6:30pm 

Friday 11th December Year 3 cake sale 

Monday 14th December Nativity Matinee 2pm 

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Lunch 

Nativity Evening performance 6pm  

Wednesday 16th December Mummers Play and Caroling 

Friday 18th December End of term 2  (3:15pm 

Tuesday 5th January 2016 Start of term 3 



The HSA will be starting to plan the school Christmas Fair 

on Friday at 5.30pm in the staff room. If you have any  

ideas for the Fair, or would like to get involved, please do 

come along or send us a message via the office.  

Milk News 

As many of you are aware, the government has changed it’s guidance on milk within schools in January.  

In a bid to encourage healthier choices and to enjoy the health benefits of milk, the Government has 

made it mandatory for all children to have access to a glass of milk during the day.   

Milk for under-fives has been free for some time  If your child is not under five and you wish your child to 

have milk during the day there are two ways in which we can make that milk available.  

 

The school provides milk for children eligible for free school meals eligible for the Pupil Premium grant.   

If your child is not eligible for FSM, and you wish your child to have milk then you can provide milk 

through the Cool Milk scheme.  

1. If your child is eligible for free school milk (under five or eligible for the  pupil premium free school 

meals grant) then you do not need to do anything.  

2. If your child does not have school lunch, and is over five, then you can sign up to a scheme run by  

company called Cool Milk, which runs a subsidised milk scheme. 

 Cool Milk are a company that provides milk daily in carton form directly to the  school. All you 

have to do is sign up online, follow their instructions and they will  do the rest, including sending the 

milk directly to school.    

  

 To register with cool milk go to  

 http://www.coolmilk.com/index.php?q=parents  

 

Many thanks 

The sports equipment that we ordered with all the Sainsbury’s vouchers you collected 

and sent in has now arrived  - thank you! 

Amongst all this, are some footballs for use in the AGP at lunchtime and break time. 

This means that with immediate effect, children should not bring their own footballs to 

school please 



As part of their Great 

Fire of London Project , 

Year 2 recreated the ex-

perience on the school 

field.  Here a re a few 

extra pictures for your 

enjoyment.  


