
 
 

 

Priorities 
Burglary: In the month of March there was a residential burglary in Wantage where a car was stolen. 
Jewellery was stolen from a burglary in Chilton and a house was broken into at Letcombe Bassett. 
Burglary remains low compared with a national average but within a small community the team 
understand that low numbers can still cause fear of crime.  
 
Being burgled is a traumatic experience. It’s not just the financial cost of replacing stolen items, but 
also the emotional impact of feeling violated after a burglar has been in your home. You can reduce 
the risk of becoming a victim by looking at your home security through the eyes of a burglar. Think 
about how you would break in if you locked yourself out. You may be surprised at how easy it would 
be. To get started, simply download your FREE Home Security Guide from the Thames Valley Police 
website here: https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-
police/areas/advice/home-security-guide/ 
 
Below are some quick practical steps that you can take right now to make your home more secure: 

• Ensure doors and windows are locked, even if you are just out in the garden.  
• Store house, window and car keys out of reach of windows and your letterbox. 
• Hide valuables so they can’t be seen from outside.   
• Mark your valuables with a UV pen or forensic marking kit as this will make it harder for thieves 

to sell the items.  
• Register valuables for free on the national property register at www.immobilise.com and 

bicycles at www.bikeregister.com.  
• Trim back hedges and shrubs at the front of your property so that burglars have nowhere to 

hide. 
• Always lock sheds and garages to prevent access to tools that could be used to break into 

your home. 
• Plant thorny bushes around the perimeter of your garden to deter thieves from climbing in. 
• Gravel can be laid on driveways, paths and beneath ground floor windows which will make a 

noise when stood on. 
 
By working together we can build community resilience to deter burglars from targeting homes within 
the area.   
 
Shed and garages remain a target particularly in the Princess Gardens area. So please remain vigilant 
and treat your shed and outbuilding security as seriously as your house security. Make sure they are 
in good condition and are secure. Mark your tools to make them less desirable and increase your 
chances of getting them returned. 
 
Violent Crime: Op Sceptre took place in March and focused on reducing knife carrying through 
education and enforcement. The campaign was successful with lots of knives finding their way to the 
amnesty bin. Millbrook School in Grove had a visit from the Neighbourhood Team to talk about the 
dangers of carrying knives.  
 
Theft from Vehicle: In February we saw an increase in reports of thefts from vehicles. March saw an 
improvement, however, tool thefts remain the focus for criminals who are able to easily sell them on 
for second hand value. Please review your security, park vans against walls, install cameras and 
alarms and empty them if possible. Again, security mark all tools so that they are less desirable and 
more likely to find their way back to you if stolen and recovered.  
 
Rural Crime: National Rural Crime Week was a huge success with over 60.000 people reached 
through social media and 120 farms visited throughout the week in the Vale and South Oxfordshire. 
Locally we have seen a reduction this month in terms of hare coursing and damage to crops by 
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poachers. During Rural Crime week the team have been active in rural communities helping people 
tighten up security and making themselves less vulnerable to criminals. 
 
You said we did 
You said that people were speeding through Challow so the team deployed the SID (Speed Indicator 
Device) to encourage people to respect the speed limit. The community were very grateful. 
 
What the neighbourhood team have been doing 
The team have had a busy week in schools. On 26th they met the kids at Charlton School and on 27th 
they gave out careers advice to the pupils at King Alfred’s Careers event. 
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Please get in touch/follow us using the following: 
E-mail: WantageandGroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101 
Always phone 999 in an emergency 
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