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                         The spot l ight   for  t h is newslet t er  is on 

Year  5   

 Wow, what a firsts term  we have had  in Y5 

 As some of the photos show, we have enjoyed a visit from the circus, 

 skateboarding and skipping  workshops along with going to the park, 

 making rockets and eggless chocolate cake! 

 Visiting RAL was a highlight where we enjoyed seeing  constellations in the 

 planetarium, dissecting  chocolate bars, being engrossed in a mind-blowing 

planet presentation and plotting constellations with stickers.

 I?ve been fortunate to secure some science activities outside of school  for 

those that were interested. I was  delighted to procure places for  those 10 
children to  attend Abingdon School after school club where they?ve had 
great fun and are learning new  things each week. They are always 
enthusiastic to tell us about their sessions. 

I?ve also selected 4 other  children to exhibit projects at the ATOM Science 
Fair in March which will be open to the public too, so I ?m very excited to see 
what they produce. 

In PE, they?ve enjoyed learning how to play hockey and dances popular

during WWII ? the Lindy Hop  was a particular favourite!  This term we

 are focusing on gymnastics and netball. 

The children?s Islamic art can be seen in the corridor outside Y5 at the 

moment. This artwork  finished their learning about Islamic pilgrimage and

replaced The Blitz artwork which had   previously been displayed.
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 All this is on top of learning about maths and English, in which 
we?ve been focusing on the four operations along with place        
value, word and grammar choice as well as engaging the 
reader with our writing! 

Making water wheels in our Fabulous Forces topic went down 
well as did re-enacting D-Day at  Omaha beach in our 
classroom, during our WWII topic! Tipping the tables up to be 
boats, imagining upturned chairs as barbed  wire and using 
tables for pillars and bunkers not only made it relevant and 
captured their engagement, but helped them retain the history 
and understand the terrible sacrifice that many service families 
made. 

An absolute  favourite was visiting Bletchley Park where the 
children were  enthralled with everything we saw ? so much so  
that none of us  wanted to leave!  We really enjoyed solving the 
coding  problems to reveal the murder mystery too! 

 Icing biscuits and dissolving a variety of powders has launched      
our Marvellous Materials topic and later this term, we are 
looking forward to building a structure, from all the plastic 
bottles you?ve sent in. 

We?ve begun Performance Poetry about play  and the children 
particularly enjoyed it when I turned the  classroom into a 
scene of lava, stepping stones, an island, a freezing river, sand 
and rocks and finally a spider-infested cave!  The things we do 
to do fabulous writing! 

  

    

  

  

 



Thank you from Little Pippins

 On behalf of all the children, staff, parents and committee of Little Pippins Pre-school, please 

can we say a huge thank you to the following local groups and businesses who helped make this 
years Grotto and Christmas Tree Festival such a magical event and a fantastic fundraising 

success. All proceeds are being used towards the training of staff and resources to make Forest 
school a significant part of the children's experience at Little Pippins. Harwell School Foundation 

class, Sewing Club, The Barn After School Club, Fun Club, Fledglings, Rainbows, Cherry Tree 
Court, Completely Care, MJ Talbot, James Williams, WJ Saunders Forestry, Helping Hands, SLR 
Building, Harwell RUFC, A1 Plumbing and of course Father Christmas!   We would also like to 
thank The Harwell Feast Committee for their generosity which meant we could again enjoy  

meeting the reindeer!

Best wishes for the New Year

       St Matthews Church have asked us to let parents know that it is 

       their Christingle Service on Sunday 3rd February starting at 11am    

 

Are you a scientist?

  We are looking for family members who are scientists and who are able to come into school 

during British Science Week - Monday 11th March to Friday 15th March.

If this is something you can potentially help with, please contact Mrs Martin in Year 5 before the 
end of this half term - thank you.

Empty 2 litre plastic bottles wanted

If you have any to spare - please send them in to Year 5

Thank you



PARENT - TEACHER WORKSHOPS

  We are going to hold another set of workshops on Wednesday 30t h January at 3.45 to 4.15 

and 5.30 to 6.00pm. 

 The available sessions will be on:

- Foundation Class phonics
- KS1 phonics
- Literacy (writing and guided reading)
- Science
- Maths
- IT

 We will provide a creche for children during the sessions which we hope will enable parents to 
attend. A google form will be emailed within the next few days asking you to indicate if you are 
able to come and which session(s) you would like to attend. This will allow us to gauge interest 
and make sure we have enough tea and biscuits ready! However - you will also be welcome to 
simply turn up on the day.

For those parents attending the earlier session starting at 3.45, you will be welcome to wait in 
the school hall at the end of the school day.

We hope to see as many of you as are able to make it and know that you will find these 
workshops both of interest and of use to help your child with their learning journey.

Playgground updat e

I have just met with the 
school council to review 
the current design for  
playground markings. 

The design on the left will 
now have a few tweaks 
and then be actioned. 






