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Welcome back
What a lovely few days with your fantastic children! We have certainly enjoyed a calm
start to the school year. On my visits to each classroom throughout the week, I have to
say that I was shown a record amount of new shoes, including a lot with squids on the
bottom and flashing lights in the heels!
I hope the shoes have survived the last three days as well as the children? Coming back
to school after a six week break can be daunting for many and it has been great to see
how well the children have settled into their new classroom environments.
Year 6 had a great day visiting the falconry centre on Thursday. Year 4 had a great time
finding and rebuilding the iron man. The foundation children are already feeling very
much at home.
Each class really enjoyed creating entries for the produce show. The tantalising smell of
Year 5s brownies filled the upper school and they tasted as wonderfully as they smelled.
On the theme of Year 5, I would like to welcome Mrs Julie Martin to the team. I know you
will all make her feel quickly at home. I know she has really enjoyed her first week and is
looking forward to the year ahead.
The school rules are:
Speak and listen carefully to everyone
M ake safe and sensible choices
Always try your best
Respect people and property
To follow instructions straight away
Please help us by checking with your child to see if they can remember the rules! The
idea is that these rules apply to every area of the school: classroom, hall, corridor,
playground etc and should be easy to remember.

Last year was a tremendous year, culminating in fantastic SATs results and a
successful Ofsted. This year, to continue the good work, we are particularly
focusing on whole class guided reading and ?talk for writing?strategies, after
successful trials last year. By changing the way we teach comprehension
strategies we experienced significant improvements in children's confidence
and ability to engage with their reading material. This has supported the
work that we do in Foundation and Year 1 teaching the early phonic reading
skills.
In Maths, we will continue to work on developing opportunities to apply and
master mathematical skills. In particular to APE their work (to Answer, Prove
and Explain their learning).
We will continue to look for ways to apply the core subjects across the
curriculum, to further enhance the children?s ability to apply their reading,
writing and mathematical skills and make sure that the quality of learning
matches the core subjects.
With the school council this year, I will be working with them on intra-sport
competition through developing the house competitions. We will also work
on the next stage of our playground development, creating all weather
seating and shaded areas next to the new play equipment. The HSA are
planning a number of fund raising events to support these ideas.
I would like to thank Mr Strong for his time, energy and chainsaw for helping
to clear the last of the old play equipment wood.
Have a lovely week.
HSA even t s t h is t er m :
Friday 15th September 5:30pm meeting

Friday 29th September 7-9pm Pamper evening

Monday 2nd October 6:30pm HSA AGM

Friday 8th December 5:30-7pm Christmas Fair and Tree festival

The Challenge has been set. Are you an
Extreme Reader?
We can read an yw h er e and ever yw h er e!
We are inviting you ALL (in clu din g
par en t s!) to take the Harwell Extreme
Reading Challenge.
Think about different, exciting, fun and
SAFE places you can enjoy a book.
Children ? tell your parent/carer your idea
and ask them if they could take a
photograph of you reading your book in
your ?extreme?place.
As you can see from some of the staff
photographs, reading can be done (almost)
anywhere and at any time.
Pictures can be sent in either printed or
they can be emailed into the office.
I look forward to seeing them.
Have Fun Extreme Reading!!

Reading books and reading records have
also gone home this week.
As part of our continued focus on reading,
we encourage, as par t of ou r h om ew or k ,
for children to read a minimum of three
times across the school week. This can be,
for example, their school book, magazine,
newspaper or web page.
Please record in their reading records
when they have read with someone.
Thank you

Im ages f r om t h e w eek

Does an yon e n eed an ar ch it ect ?
Year 1's cr eat ive lear n in g w it h 'poddely '

